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For Media Release: October 28, 2004 

  

HIRAI NAMED "JURIST OF THE YEAR"  

Chief Justice Ronald T. Y. Moon selected Judge Colleen Hirai, Chief Judge of the First Judicial Circuit to 
receive the Hawai`i State Judiciary's second annual "Jurist of the Year" award. The award will be 
presented at a ceremony on October 29, 2004 at 11:30 a.m. in the Supreme Court Courtroom. During 
the ceremony, Chief Justice Moon will also present various individual and group awards to employees 
who have made outstanding contributions to the state court system.  

The Jurist of the Year award recognizes a full-time trial judge for exceptional judicial competence, 
evidenced by quality decision making, significant extra-judicial contributions to the administration of 
justice, and active participation in public service to the community. Chief Justice Moon reviewed the 
nominations submitted by persons with first-hand knowledge of the nominees' accomplishments.  

Judge Hirai joined the Judiciary in 1994, when she was appointed Circuit Judge of the First Judicial 
Circuit. Prior to joining the Judiciary, she worked in private practice as a partner in the firm Libkuman, 
Ventura, Ayabe, Chong and Nishimoto. Hirai also served as a deputy prosecuting attorney with the 
Department of the Prosecuting Attorney, City and County of Honolulu, and as deputy corporation counsel 
with the Trials Division of the Department of Corporation Council, City and County of Honolulu. She 
earned her law degree from the University of California, Hastings College of Law in 1977. 

Judge Hirai is presently serving on 12 committees. She is currently the chair for the Committee to 
Recommend Jury Management Improvements, the Special Committee on Judicial Performance, the 
Permanent Committee on Rules of Civil Procedure and Circuit Court Civil Rules, and the Committee to 
Plan Utilization of Judiciary Facilities. 
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